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Welcome to St. Catherine’s Vocational School, one of the sixteen second-level schools under the
aegis of County Donegal Education and Training Board (ETB).

Programmes on offer in our school include:

Junior Certificate,

Transition Year,

Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme,

FETAC Level Five Early Childhood Care & Education,
FETAC Level Five Nursing Studies,

FETAC Level Six Early Childhood Care & Education.

Our Mission Statement
St. Catherine’s Vocational School seeks to achieve a safe, respectful learning and working environment so

that participants can achieve their full potential in partnership with relevant agencies.

Extracurricular Activities:

At St. Catherine’s there is an extensive range of extra-curricular activities for all students. The school has
had success in debating in English, Irish, and Science, while our Drama Club has staged a number of very
successful productions over the years. Sport is an important aspect of school life in St. Catherine’s and
students can participate on teams representing the school in Soccer, Gaelic football, Athletics and Basketball.
We also have the following clubs: drama, chess and debating.

School Policy:

The Code of behaviour at the school is based on the need to protect majority rights and to ensure the
creation and maintenance of an atmosphere where effective teaching and learning takes place. On enrolment
to St. Catherine’s Vocational School, all students and their parents/guardians are required to sign up to all

school policies.
St. Catherine’s Vocational School will endeavour to be:

A Learning Community
All pupils will have the right to learn in an atmosphere of mutual respect. No pupil will be deprived of this

right by the actions of others.

A Safe Environment
This school will provide a safe environment for all pupils, free from fear, bullying and all other anti-social

activities.

A Health Promoting School
St. Catherine’s Vocational School endeavours to provide a healthy environment for all pupils. It encourages
full participation in healthy activities and strictly forbids the use of all types of substances — cigarettes, alcohol,

drugs, solvents etc.

A Pollution Free Environment
The school is committed to provide a litter-free environment through the co-operation of the whole school

community.



Tips for getting your child off to a good start at St. Catherine’s.

Attend all parent information sessions to get a clear understanding of policies and procedures
sO you can support your child.

Have child’s name/initials sewn onto school jacket under crest.
Get draw string gym bag with child’s initials, this is light weight and very useful for P.E. gear.

Ensure child’s name is on all their belongings e.g. pencil case, books, copies, journals, uniform
items, PE gear, calculator.

Do not purchase calculator in advance of September — maths teacher will have correct
calculator available for purchase in September, this will see you child through school.

Check student homework journal and sign every night.
Check that your child takes home P.E. gear or other equipment.

Communicate with teachers/school management re: homework, absence and appointments in
school journals.

Help your child balance homework across each night of the week.

Familiarise yourself with school holiday on calendar in school journal and plan appointments etc
where possible during these times to prevent your child missing out on valuable tuition time.

Contact school management if you have a query or concern.
Encourage your child to get involved in Extra Curricular Activities — this helps to make friends.

Encourage your child to participate in all aspects of school life making unnecessary excuses to
have them excused from school activity is not helping them long term.

Know your child’s timetable and plan homework and equipment (technical folder, sewing kit,
ingredients, P.E. gear, books, copies etc) needed for next days classes the night before.
Organisation skills are key.

Emphasise the importance of homework and support your child with work assigned. Don't
complete homework for your child, if they find it difficult/don’t understand, let the teacher
know through the school journal.

Remember there are two sides to every story. Don’t rush to action. Clarify facts, then we can
work to resolution.

Keep school event calendar in a safe place for reference to allow you to plan ahead.

If your contact details change please notify the school office.




Bus Eireann School Transport Post Primary Scheme 2019-2020
I Purpose of the Scheme

The purpose of the scheme is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and
from school of children who reside remote i.e. 4.8 kilometres (kms) or more from their nearest
education centre.

School transport services are operated by Bus Eireann on behalf of the Department of Education and
Skills (Department).

2. Eligibility Criteria

Children are eligible for transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kms from and are attending
their nearest education centre as determined by the Department/Bus Eireann, having regard to ethos
and language.

Distance eligibility will be determined by Bus Eireann by measuring the shortest traversable route from
the child’s home to the relevant education centre.

A minimum number of 10 eligible children residing in a distinct locality, as determined by Bus Eireann,
are required before consideration may be given to the establishment or retention of school transport
services, provided this can be done within reasonable cost limits.

For school bus operating purposes a “distinct locality” is a cluster of eligible children who reside in
the same general area, in the same general direction from the education centre attended, as
determined by Bus Eireann taking cognisance of the local road network.

3. Application Process

The parents/guardians of a child wishing to avail of school transport services, for the first time, are
required to submit a completed Application Form for Post Primary School Transport to their local
Bus Eireann office; details of local Bus Eireann offices are available on the Department and Bus Eireann
websites.

Parents/Guardians of eligible children who are already availing of school transport will be contacted
by Bus Eireann in advance of the new school year regarding school transport for that year.

A seat on a service will not be guaranteed in the event that parents/guardians of children submit late
applications or make late payments after the deadline published on Bus Eireann invoices, regardless of
eligibility status under this Scheme.

4, Level of Service

Bus Eireann is responsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes. Bus Eireann
endeavours, within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a reasonable level of
school transport service in the context of the Scheme nationally.

Where practicable, and subject to considerations of cost and logistics, routes are planned to avoid an
eligible child having to travel more than 3.2 kms to or from a pick up/set down point or to have travel
and waiting times in excess of 2.5 hours per day. Routes are planned on the basis of the locations of
children who are eligible for school transport only.



Parents/guardians are responsible for ensuring that children are brought safely to and collected safely
from Bus Eireann designated pick up and set down points.

School transport services for eligible children will generally operate during the ‘Standard School Year’
and will facilitate a child’s attendance during normal school opening and closing times only.

5 Charges
The appropriate annual charge for each eligible child must be paid.

Eligible children who hold valid General Medical Service Scheme cards are exempt from school
transport charges.

Charges are levied and bus seats are allocated on a school year basis.

6. Grants

An eligible child for whom no transport service is available may, following an application for transport
within prescribed time limits, receive a Remote Area Grant (RAG) towards the cost of private
transport arrangements. The RAG is also payable for eligible children who may have to travel 3.2 kms
or more to or from a designated pick up/set down point.

This grant is payable annually at a fixed daily rate, to each eligible family, regardless of the number of
children from the same family, travelling to a particular school.

Grants will only be considered for the school year in which an application for transport is received;
grants will not be paid retrospectively.

Grants are subject to periodic review and may be varied or withdrawn where circumstances change
e.g. where school transport becomes available.

Concessionary Transport

a Transport Application Form is completed and submitted to Bus Eireann;

there is a suitable service, as determined by Bus Eireann, operating into their education centre;
there is spare capacity on the service;

routes will not be extended or altered, additional vehicles will not be introduced, nor will
larger vehicles or extra trips using existing vehicles be provided to cater for children travelling
on a concessionary basis; no additional State cost will be incurred;

o the appropriate annual charge is paid; Medical Card waiver is not applicable

0000 N

Children who are not eligible for school transport, under the terms of the scheme, may apply to Bus
Eireann for transport on a concessionary basis subject to the following conditions:-

The availability of concessionary transport may vary from year to year, is not available on public
scheduled services and cannot be guaranteed for the duration of a child's post primary school
education cycle. Where the number of applications for transport on a concessionary basis exceeds
the number of seats available, Bus Eireann will determine the allocation of the tickets.
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Sample First Year Timetable

o o ednesda da
08:35
08:52
T L B Soc .lri AR e
Geo : Geo
09:00 1Geo-1.1 foes e 1Geo-1.1
DRy MCDN; DHAG ARy
Fre Eng
. 1Fre-4.1 1Eng-A
G Rm 10 DDR
DK KEFI
Eng Fre
; 1Eng-A 1Fre-4.1
L DDR DDR
KEFI DK
11:00 S
Iri
_ 11ri-5.1
11:15 R 10
LNES
11:55
Dig Soc
. 1Dig-A 1Soc-A
12:35 CMP1 DDR
STES MCDN; DHAG
13:15 2 B O ai 97 ftne e )
Fre Eng
. 1Fre-4.1 1Eng-A
14:00 DDR Rm 10
DK KEFI
Iri
. 1Iri-5.1
14:40 Rm 10
LNES
- 1Dig-A
15:20 CMP1
STES
16:00




Junior Cycle

Core Subjects

All students with the exception of those with exemptions, take all of these subjects:

Maths

English

Irish

French

Science

Religious Education
Digital Media Literacy
History

Wellbeing

CSPE, Physical Education (P.E), Social, Personal & Health Education (S.P.H.E) and Guidance
Education

Option Subjects

Students choose 3 subjects from this group:

Music (Short Course) Home Economics (Short Course)
Geography (Short Course) Engineering

Wood Technology Technical Graphics

Visual Art

Business
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Powered by Three

WayEPay ’ @ Call us on: 01-8041269

IRELAND'S LEADING

PARENTAL PAYMENT SYSTEM

Dear Parents,
Our aim is to become a cashless school over time and to this end we are introducing Way2Pay, Ireland's fastest growing

Parental Payment System. While Way2Pay is designed to help schools manage, receipt, track and audit school money, it
also provides a comprehensive and wonderful flexible system for parents. Parents can enjoy the ease of paying by text,
and/or an online dashboard with lots of information, receipt, history etc. There are two ways of accessing Way2Pay.

To login:

To pay a bill:

Your school will send you an SMS containing a payment request fink.
Simply click on the link to pay in three easy clicks. i ] :

Way2Pay offers support directly to parents so if you are having any difficulty using any of the options above please
get in touch directly with their help desk on 01-8041269 during office hours or email support@way2pay.ie. We thank

you for using Way2Pay and help our school in our aim to go cashless.

Thank you,
Principal » |2

GET IN TOUCH WITH US!
Way2Pay, T: 01-8041269 E: support@way2pay.ie  W: wayZpay.i
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